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Concept Statement 
Inspired by the Chiron Centaurus constellation, the interior 
architecture of the school transforms celestial mythology into an 
uplifting, empowering experience for students. The constellation’s 
form guides spatial organization, while the duality of Chiron—
half-human, half-horse—informs contrasting materials and varied 
learning environments. Rooted in its mythic origin, the design 
becomes a living story of resilience and growth, encouraging 
students to pursue knowledge, creativity, and brighter futures.

Parti

Design Approach

Uplifting Healing Flexibility Easy Safety

Easy - Creating clear expectations facilitate navigation with familiar elements: wayfinding districts, nodes, paths, edges, and landmarks (Stairs).

Starlight Learning Center

Residential

Arcadia County Park

Arcadia Public LibraryProcess Work

Flexibility - Designing for different sensory needs with the learning stairs where users have choice in socializing, studying, and collaboration.

Safe - ADA compliant floor transitions, ergonomic furniture, human factors considerations, mounting and viewing height of screens. 
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Fiber Optic Panel
Ridge Acoustic Ceiling Baffle 
LA2 Slim Beams Fixture
Vary-S Upholstery
Felt Melange Upholstery
Vizor-S Upholstery
Meteor 2045 Upholstery
Dunes Interior Surface
Eastern Oak Wood Veneer
Marmoleum Piano Linoleum Flooring
Chalk Dust Resilient Flooring
Arlo Highback Lounge Chair 
Q6 Laptop Desk
Harbor Work Lounge Chair
Prism Modular Seating System
Runway Benching System
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Design Approach Legend
Uplifting
Healing
Flexibility
Easy
Safe

Lobby / Entrance
Bike Room
Security Office
IT Office
Lecture Room
Makers Space Gaming
Makers Space Art
Makers Space Tech
Janitors Closet
Restrooms
Gymnasium
Women’s Locker Room
Women’s Athletic Office
Men’s Locker Room
Men’s Athletic Office
Equipment Room
Sports Lobby
Faculty & Staff Office 
Principal’s Office 
Guidance Counselors Office 
Administration Office 
Meeting & Conference Room 
Teacher’s Lounge
AV Room
Maintenance & Custodial Office 
Storage Room 
Incidental Use
Kitchen 
Cafeteria 
Nurses Office 
Student Center
Lecture Room 
Laboratory 
STEM Classroom 
Library 
Outdoor Balcony
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Space Legend

Section Facing East

Easy & Safety
Stairs as landmark inspired 

by parti, 2 hour fire rated stair

Healing
Support spaces for respite, 

welcome area that emphasizes 
comfort to the mind, body, and 

Flexibility
Ergonomic furniture, adaptable 
lighting, innovative technology, 

indoor/outdoor classroom

Level 4

Level 3

Uplifting & Easy
consistent diagonal form 
through all levels, high 

ceilings

Safety & Healing
Nurses Office Planned to 

comply with HIPAA Standards, 
mother’s room, wellness room

Healing & Uplifting
Outdoor Patio, visual connection 

with nature, mitigating stress from 
information and cognitive overload in 

the academic environment

Easy & Healing
Student Center district, lounge 

furniture, allowing users to 
control the interior environment

Flexibility
Learning Stairs, Different 

sensory needs, gives users 
control and choice in how to use 

the space

Safety
Safety lab equipment- safety 

glasses case, lab safety shower
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Highest Number of Youth in 
Foster Care in the Nation

•	 There are currently more 
than 38,000 children in 
foster care in Los Angeles 
County (Foster Care & Adoption)

Foster Care Education Gap

•	 70% of youth in foster care 
want to go to college but...

•	 Only 3% of youth in foster 
care who age out will earn a 
college degree

Starlight Learning Center
Starlight Learning Center is a promising laboratory school 
in Arcadia for foster youth ages 14–18. The design  intention 
is to support their academic and emotional growth. It 
empowers students who value education but face societal 
barriers to high school completion and future success.

Demographics

Site Description 
Arcadia, California was selected as the first site, it is a diverse 
residential area near Los Angeles, that has the project’s 
target market and known for its excellent public schools. 
With nearby attractions like the Los Angeles County 
Arboretum and Arcadia County Park, the community 
offers enriching experiences. This project aligns with the 
site’s demographics and cultural context, addressing 
educational challenges and the needs of youth in care.
Design Problem Statement 
The design of the grade 9–12 laboratory school must address 
spatial efficiency, foster a positive experience for students 
in foster care, and ensure  safety  in  a  shared-use  building  
with  commercial  tenants.  Its 60-foot  height  and  curved  
roof  present  human  scale  and  architectural  challenges.
Design Solution 
Starlight Learning Center is designed to a welcoming 
human scale. It inspires and serves as a place where 
students feel at ease and empowered to learn. 
Strategic lighting and suspended ceilings defines 
zones within the space, while gracefully managing 
the building’s structural variations. Clear, secure 
circulation paths offer peace of mind for students 
and staff, seamlessly balancing openness with 
safety in a vibrant, shared-use environment.

Flexibility
Cafeteria seating accomodates 

from 1 to groups of 16, to 
support personal preference

Safety & Uplifting
2- Hour Fire Rated 

6”
Enclosed Wall1

Flexibility & Easy
Learning Stairs

Fiber Optic Panels
LED Strip Light

Cork

Upholstered Cushions
White Terrazo

Outlets
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Healing
Respite Pod

Cork Back Panel
Work Table
Upholstered Seating

Adaptable Light1
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Site

Healing - Support spaces with respite pods where the architecture and acoustical solutions afford intimacy - users control the interior environment.
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Flexibility
All Inclusive Restrooms

Safety
Different levels of visibility and clear 
sightlines with adjustable curtains

Safety
Clear sightlines

Level 2

Level 1
Flexibility

Multipurposefull spaces

Safety
High performance 

materials and finishs

Safety
Security adjacent to school 

entrance, planned security systems 
and technologies

Easy
Administrative & staff offices 

planned in districts

Flexibility
Different learning environments for 

different learning styles

Safety
Exit Stairs on both sides of the 

elevator core

Safety
Shared elevator core with 

commercial tenants, ID scanning 
technology to access school

N

Tenant Entrance/Exit

Easy
Separate entrance for 
sports & gymnasium 
access & commercial 

tenants
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